
BEYOND THE GOLD STANDARD
CELEBRITY CRUISES’ HIGHLY ANTICIPATED CELEBRITY BEYOND SETS SAIL ON
ITS INAUGURAL U.S. SAILING; OFFICIALLY NAMED BY ITS GODMOTHER SIMONE

BILES

– The third ship in the line’s transformational Edge Series kicks off its inaugural season
sailing from Fort Lauderdale, ushering in a new era of cruising –

FORT LAUDERDALE (Nov. 4, 2022) – Excitement and anticipation hung in the air as Celebrity
Cruises’ G.O.A.T., and newest and most luxurious ship, Celebrity BeyondSM, set sail from Fort
Lauderdale today, kicking off its inaugural Caribbean season. Headlining the sailing’s
highly-anticipated festivities was the ship’s official naming ceremony, led by her lauded
Godmother and inspirational female powerhouse, Simone Biles – a G.O.A.T. in her own right – a
19-time World Champion, seven-time Olympic Medalist and most decorated American gymnast
in history.

Helmed by the barrier-breaking Captain Kate McCue, the first and still only woman to be named
captain of a "Mega" cruise ship, Celebrity Beyond’s much anticipated arrival to the U.S. ushers in
a new era of cruising for the industry; coming on the heels of Celebrity’s new brand campaign
that defines what a relaxed luxury resort at sea is. As it kicks off its inaugural season with rotating
Western and Eastern Caribbean itineraries visiting the sun-drenched beaches of Grand Cayman
and picturesque vistas of Puerta Plata, guests will recharge as they are treated to luxury hotel-
style accommodations, Michelin-level dining, and world-class wellness amenities.

“I can think of no one better to be the Godmother of this incredible ship than the G.O.A.T. herself
– Simone Biles,” said Jason Liberty, President and CEO of the Royal Caribbean Group, the
parent company of Celebrity Cruises. “This ship’s beauty, power, and resilience sets the standard
by which all others will be measured. Simone’s determination, progressive nature, empowered
attitude, and grace in the face of challenges make her such an inspiration to so many around the
world. All of these attributes are why Simone Biles is perfectly suited to watch over Celebrity
Beyond’s journey.”

“I’ve been waiting for this day to arrive for a long time and I am ‘Beyond’ excited to be able to
share her with our guests. She is the gold standard by which other ships are built and embodies
the meaning of relaxed luxury,” said Lisa Lutoff-Perlo, Celebrity Cruises President and CEO.
“She is ‘FULL’ of wonder and excitement and our guests will undoubtedly feel reconnected to the
world around them as they visit new destinations and immerse themselves in culinary
experiences and wellness amenities not found anywhere else at sea.”

Alongside Liberty, Lutoff-Perlo and other Celebrity Cruises executives, Simone Biles officially
named Celebrity Beyond in a beautiful ceremony attended by 2500 lucky guests and media,
capped by a live performance from award-winning singer and songwriter, Leona Lewis.

Simone Biles follows Reshma Saujani of Girls Who Code and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
Malala Yousafzai, who previously inaugurated Celebrity Apex and Celebrity Edge, respectively.
Both women are renowned for their advocacy of women everywhere, inspiring them to soar
above their limits.

-MORE-

https://simonebiles.com/


“It is an honor to be selected as Beyond’s Godmother and to join such a distinguished group
of strong, barrier-breaking women who have been named as Celebrity’s Godmothers before
me,” said Simone Biles. “I appreciate the important message this designation holds in
recognizing our accomplishments as empowering women, and I am honored to share the
stage today with fellow brave, boundary-breaking leaders like Lisa-Lutoff Perlo and Captain
Kate McCue.”

As the most decorated American gymnast in history, with 32 medals from the World
Championships and seven medals from the Olympics, Biles is also the first American woman to
win seven national all-around titles and is the first female gymnast to earn three consecutive
World All-Around titles. As well as her more than inspiring gymnastic accomplishments, she has
been included in important lists such as TIME’S 100 Most Influential, Forbes 30 Under 30, Ebony
Power 100, amongst many others, placing herself firmly as a role model for women everywhere.

Beyond All Expectations

Inspired by a vision to take the cruise industry into the next era of luxury, Celebrity Cruises
assembled an award-winning dream team of modern lifestyle icons for Celebrity Beyond to bring
to life extraordinary experiences that allow guests to connect with each other, the sea, and the
world around them. Celebrity Beyond showcases the design talents of multi-award-winning
British designer Kelly Hoppen CBE; celebrated American designer Nate Berkus; and lauded
Paris-based design firm Jouin Manku; the innovation of British architect Tom Wright; the culinary
talents of Michelin-starred chef and restaurateur Daniel Boulud; and experiences and products
from goop CEO and founder Gwyneth Paltrow, the brand’s Well-Being Advisor.

Every element of Celebrity Beyond’s look and feel has been carefully curated with re-imagined,
upgraded spaces and a host of luxurious amenities.

● The Retreat®, an exclusive resort-within-a-resort area for suite guests highlighted by a
two-story Retreat Sundeck with secluded cabanas, chic new seating areas, additional
water features and the exclusive Retreat Bar; the warm and inviting Retreat Lounge;
and the adjacent private restaurant Luminae.

● Accommodations with fresh color palettes and design details that blur the boundaries
between indoor and outdoor living, including the two-story Edge Villas with outdoor
plunge pools; and 1900-square-feet Iconic Suites, the largest in the fleet, with a private
sundeck.

● A Rooftop Garden and stunning Resort Deck featuring unique cantilevered float pools
and sunken seating areas;

● A multi-level, multi-terraced Sunset Bar, redefining the ship’s aft with its
internationally-inspired beach club ambience;

● 32 distinct food and drink venues, including Le Voyage a first-ever Chef Daniel
Boulud fine-dining restaurant at sea;

● New AquaClass SkySuites, an immersive living experience including floor-to-ceiling
ocean views, private balconies, luxurious bedding, complimentary access to the spa’s
Thermal Suite and other wellness amenities to help guests find their center;

● A selection of signature goop retail products and well-being experiences from the brand
including fitness tools for AquaClass guests, on-demand wellness classes on stateroom
TVs, a custom detox smoothie and more;

● A bold Grand Plaza spanning three decks at the center of the ship, creating an airy and
open indoor space with the brand’s signature Martini Bar as the showpiece;

● The Magic Carpet®, an engineering feat, considered one of the most unique design
innovations ever for a cruise ship, that soars cantilevered above the sea, offering guests
uninterrupted vistas while sipping cocktails or having dinner;
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● And cutting-edge entertainment including a host of new live show spectaculars and
onboard interactive experiences that are as revolutionary, technologically mind-blowing
and carefully crafted as the ship itself.

For more information on all Celebrity Beyond sailings, visit
https://www.celebritycruises.com/gb/cruise-ships/celebrity-beyond.

For more information or to book a Celebrity cruise, contact a trusted travel advisor; book online
directly at www.celebrity.com; or contact Celebrity Cruises at 888-751-7804 or internationally at
316-554-5961.

###

About Celebrity Cruises
Celebrity Cruises’ iconic “X” is the mark of a fleet of 15 award-winning ships redefining luxury cruise travel
with cool, contemporary design and accommodation; dining, spa and entertainment experiences for
modern tastes; and culturally rich and diverse destination experiences, all complemented by warm,
personalized service. Celebrity has pioneered many industry firsts at sea, including: the first use of solar
panels on a cruise ship; the first to eliminate use of plastic water bottles; the first American female Captain
of a cruise ship; the first-ever all-female bridge and officer team sailing; the first West African woman to
work on the bridge of a cruise ship; and one of the first legal same-sex weddings performed at sea. Driven
by wanderlust and a passion for opening the world, Celebrity journeys to all seven continents, visiting
nearly 300 destinations in more than 70 countries. Celebrity Cruises is one of five cruise brands owned by
global cruise company Royal Caribbean Group. (NYSE: RCL).

Media Contact:
Susan Lomax
slomax@celebritycruises.com

Editor’s Note: Media can stay up-to-date on all Celebrity Cruises news at
www.celebritycruisespresscenter.com.
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